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2. OUTDOOR ADVENTURING
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Altematively, there are plenty of oppoitunities for new
adventures. In a time when there are no real policemen,
Heroes are always in great demand for ridding small
villages of bandits, tyrants or a ravaging monster.
There are people to be rescued, cures for illnesses to be
foun4 secret conspiracies and plots to be exposed and
defeated. Many merchants are looking for armed escorts
th'rough Orc-infested lands, and there are plenty more
chancers with wild schemes for relieving those same
Orcs of their hard-won treasure hoards. If you need
more plot ideas, look at the suggestions in Dungeoneer
(page ZyB) and Blacksand! (page zot), or simply tum on
the television, watch a 6lrn or read a book. Adapt your
favourite plot by tuming its hero into your Heroes,
the Bad Guys into an Orc tribe led by an evil sorceret
and the location from downtown LA to the depths
of the Moonstone Hills - it mav sound daft, but it
worksl

The Area
Once you have your story, you will need a location in
which to set it. Allansia is a large place, packed with
adventure opportunities around every corner. The easi-
est way to choose an area is to set your story in the
same location as a favourite gamebook. You will then
have most of your background and descriptions already
there in front of you. If you want to venture somewhat
further, however, you will need more notes. Will your
adventure take place in the snowy-topped mountains,
or amid the stagnant westem swamps, at the heart of
the tangled southem jungles, or even at the bottom of
the ocean? Chapter g, 'Allansian Environments', runs

aoa ao5
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races of people must have settled these lands, for the
wildemess is dotted with the ruins of their towers and
temples. Nowadays, the plains are home to savage
tribes and rampaging creatures. Further south, the im-
mense Plain of Bronze ranges from barren steppe to
warmer bushland. As it becomes the dinosaur-roamed
Plain of Bones, the landscape turns into flat veldt,
warm grass-covered scrubland with plentiful water-
holes. To the west, the Snakelands are similar, but they
are home to the evil snake people, the Caarth. At the
westemmost point of Allansia, the ancient kingdom of
Arantis sits in a massive flood plain, formed by the
annual deluge of the wide, slow-moving River Eltus;
the people here have long known that the prosperity
and health of their land is inextricably linked to this
yearly event, and they worship the river as if it were a
sacred deity.

Hazards
Most of the hazards of travel through the flatlands
come, not from the landscape, but from its denizens!
In north-west Allansia, the Pagan Plains are home to
tribes of proud and noble Centaurs, while the Flatlands
are the territory of a number of warring tribes of horse
nomads, from a variety of races. The further south one
travels, the more warlike and hostile such people
become, though none can match the Caarth 

-of 
[n"

Snakelands for inhuman savagery.

One of the main difficulties of any joumey across the
flatlands will be crossing rivers. In the settled areas
there are likely to be bridges or, if the land is very flat,
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